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Way to go, Canada!  What an amazing country we live in. The Olympics 
proved to be an opportunity for us all to join together as one ï sharing a 
common goal and supporting each other along the journey. Thanks ever 
so much Mr. Prendergast for your daily updates on life as a line official at 
the speed-skating oval. Thank-you to the Solomon family for sharing your 
experience as bystanders at Whistler. Thank you, students and staff, for 
sharing day-by-day Canadian achievements with all of us. It will be im-
possible for us all to return to the way we were before the Olympics.  
 
 Assessment - We are nearing the finish line for this term and Progress 
Reports are just around the corner. Ways  to support your child through 
this period are to contact the teacher directly regarding any assignments 
or reports that might be outstanding, continue to encourage your child to 
always do his/her best, and to spend time at home reviewing each dayôs 
work regardless if it was assigned for home completion.  
 
Ipods - As a Manitoban deep in winter, it was hard sometimes to see the 
buds on the trees in Vancouver as the cameras panned the park areas. 
But I believe that spring is definitely in the air here, too! With spring 
comes the transition from indoor activities to outdoor activities. Please 
remind your child that time spent socializing with friends is a gift to be 
treasured. Ipods and other electronic equipment really donôt have a place 
at school and are not appropriate for use during recess or lunch. Recog-
nizing that several families send cell phones to school with their children 
as a safety feature, the school permits cell phones with the following 
stipulation: Please remind your child that cell phones are to be stored in 
lockers between 8:30 AM and 3:30 PM as there is absolutely no need to 
use them during the school day. 
 
Blessed is our Board of Directors - With a Board that is committed to 
providing only the best possible education for every student who attends 
St. Charles, each teacher is carefully chosen for his/her position. Our 
school is blessed to have many teachers who are exceptional. The Board 
further supports our teachersô efforts by providing opportunities for all staff 
members to attend workshops that further their skills. This past month,  
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 Ms. Langlois and Mrs. Sherlock went to a 
Guided Reading workshop and I attended a 
workshop on school counselling services. Cur-
rently, a consultant is working with all of our 
ñnew to St. Charlesò teachers on a case-by-
case basis, and meets with them as a group 
periodically both during and outside school 
hours.  
 
We joined the staff of all the Catholic schools 
for a one-day workshop on wellness. Fr. Ste-
fano Penna spoke about our responsibilities as 
Catholic educators. It can be overwhelming, he 
admitted, especially since we also have per-
sonal lives that can wear us down, too. Yet, he 
quoted from scripture, it is often when we are 
weakest that we are most open to hearing oth-
ers. We learned how important it is that we 
have a well-spring to draw from (i.e. Christ) and 
that we access it regularly through scriptural 
readings and prayer. Fr. Penna has a very 
unique delivery style that kept us quite enter-
tained! A couple of neat quotes from his talk: 
We project the condition of our souls on our 
students (Parker Palmer)é.When the inner self 
and the outer self correspond, the person is 
considered trustworthyéHow can you tell if 
someone is from Yale? Simple, he will tell you. 
(yes, Fr. Penna is a Yale graduate.) 
 
Feast Days in March - In March we celebrate 
a couple of significant people, including the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Patrick and St. Jo-
seph. 
 
St. Patrick, the patron of Ireland, had a trau-
matic childhood.  When he was a shepherd boy 
of fourteen, he was kidnapped from Scotland by 
marauding Irish. He managed to escape captiv-
ity when he was twenty. Soon after he entered 
the seminary and was ordained a priest. Years 
later, he was ordained a Bishop, and as such, 
asked to be posted in Ireland. His request was 
granted, and he served the Irish for over 40 
years. He died on March 17

th
.  

 
We celebrate the life of St. Joseph, the foster-
father of Jesus, on March 19

th
. St. Joseph is the 

patron (i.e. role-model and intercessor) of all 
fathers. Reading his life story through todayôs 
lenses, it has a fair bit of drama ï his fianc® 
ñwas with childò even though they were not 
married, he had to flee with his family to save 
their lives, and he lost his son while on a  

trip to the huge city of Jerusalem! If you wish to 
learn more about these or any other saints, 
www.domestic-church.com have brief bios that 
are a quick, easy read. 
 
On March 25

th
, we celebrate the Feast of the 

Annunciation, the day that Mary said ñYesò! 
 
Odds and Ends  
 
We welcome Mrs. Hava Gerber to our library. 
Hava is a certified Library Technician who has 
offered to volunteer in our library for the rest of 
the year as we continue to cull and catalogue. 
Welcome also to Ms. Laine Robson in her new 
role as teacher rather than just our favourite 
sub. We are sad that Carmel Thiessen and Erin 
Riordan, our student 
nurses, will be con-
cluding their place-
ment at St. Charles at 
the end of March. 
 
Thank you Mrs. New-
man for painting the 
lovely Kudos mural! 
The staff wanted a wall where they could con-
gratulate children who are exemplifying TRACK, 
and she volunteered to make it a reality. Please 
keep checking the stars for new additions. Con-
gratulations to the students who consistently put 
the needs of others before themselves.   
 
I Love to Read month comes to an end for an-
other year. Thank you to everyone who made it 
a fantastic opportunity for our community to 
share its love of reading and learning with the 
greater community!  
 
A huge thank you to Mr. Pineira for updating the 
Kinder area. The new carpet is wonderful. If any 
parent or member of the community would like 
to help the school by funding other little but sig-
nificant projects like the Kinder reno, please let 
the office know. There are always things that 
can be done, if only..... 
 
Thank you, Fr. Glofcheski, for leading our Ash 
Wednesday Mass. We are glad that you made it 
back from holidays just in time! Thank you, Sr. 
Emma, for enabling us to experience Adoration 
in our chapel. This has been a new, but reward-
ing experience for our school!  
 

http://www.domestic-church.com
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 In your March family envelope, you will find 
information about the registration deadlines to 
participate in hockey next year. The hockey 
program is being increased to include students 
of all ages and skill levels. 
 
The BASC program is adding math tutoring, 
math club and Kung Fu. Please remember to 
attend the parent session on March 2nd regard-
ing research on the benefits of Early Childhood 
Music. 
 
May you have a restful, delightful and energiz-
ing Spring Break. And may all the blessings of 
the Easter season be upon each one of you. 
Happy Easter! 
 
Dr. Penny, Principal 

DID YOU KNOW? 

ByðGrandpa Bruce 

Everyday we see, smell, 
hear, taste and touch things.  
Like most of Godôs gifts, we 
take the gift of five senses 
for granted. 

The song ñMy Favourite Thingsò speaks of 
ñraindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens, 
bright copper kettles and warm woolen mit-
tensé.ò.  What are some of your favourite 
things?  Perhaps the aroma of freshly baked 
bread, the taste of your favourite snack, watch-
ing the sun set in a red evening sky or listening 
to your favourite music. 

How can we share our gifts with others who are 
less fortunate?  We can help a blind person by 
taking them shopping or for a walk or reading a 
book together.  And if you are thinking about 
learning a second language, how about sign 
language?  Learning hand signs and lip patterns 
enables you to speak to a person who is deaf.  
What a very special and 
unselfish skill to learn. 

Over the next few weeks, 
if you and some of your 
friends take notes on 
your ñfavourite thingsò 
that are special to your 
own five senses, you 
could then share these 
with your friends and 
compare notes.  You 
may just appreciate your 
senses a little more.  

Did you know that Beethoven lost his hearing 
before he was age 30, yet he was one of the 
most famous composers of classical music in 
history?  He never heard his most significant 
workðthe 9th symphony (Ode to Joy theme). 

Did you know that God gave you two ears and 
one mouth.  I guess that means that we should 
do twice as much listening as talking. 
 

WANTED  FOR THINKFAST  
Donations of juice, large water bottles (for water 
cooler) and fruit for Saturday, March 6th  supper 
at 5 p.m.  

Student Council Representatives preparing 
Project Love kits for children in Africa.   
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Our Lenten journey towards Easter is well 
underway ï a journey of conversion, a 
change of heart.  The three pillars on which 
we rely for this conversion are: fast, prayer 
and almsgiving.   I would like to share with 
you a short article written in THE WORD 
AMONG US a few years back and published 
in our school newsletter.   It is good to read it 
again. 
 

Lent: A Different Approach to 
Fasting  
 
Lenten fasts have a tendency to be oriented 
toward things like giving up food or televi-
sion.   But there are many other creative 
ways we can welcome Jesusô healing touch 
this Lent. 
 
The following are some suggestions you 
may want to consider: 
 
Fast from anger and hatred.   Give your fam-
ily an extra dose of love each day. 
 
Fast from judging others.   Before making 
judgments, recall how Jesus overlooks our 
faults. 
 
Fast from discouragement.   Hold on to Je-
susô promise that he has a perfect plan for 
your life. (Jer. 29:11) 
 
Fast from complaining.   When you find your-
self about to complain, close your eyes and 
recall some of the little moments of joy Jesus 
has given you. 
 
Fast from resentment or bitterness.   Work 
on forgiving those who may have hurt you. 
 
Fast from spending too much money.  Try to 
reduce your spending by ten percent and 
give these savings to the poor. 
 
Isaiah also tells about fasting:  ñIs not this 
the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to  
 

From Sr. Emma 

FAMILY BIBLE QUIZ  

(Answer on Page 9)  

1.   What came out of the rock when Moses 

struck it with his rod?    

2.   Who wrote the fourth Gospel?      

let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke?   Is it not to share your bread 
with the hungry, and bring the homeless 
poor into your house; when you see the 
naked, to cover them, and not to hide your-
self from your own kin?ò 
It is good for each one of us to stop and 
ask ourselves what kind of fast we want to 
offer the Lord during this Lent. 
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A Note from the Rome Committee  
 
Please look in your family envelope for the 
meal/ menu plan for the upcoming days that 
Kim Anderson (hot lunch program) will be 
away around spring break.  Please return any 
orders as soon as possible. 
 
Thanks for all who attended another successful 
pancake breakfast and to all the volunteers! 

 
Next Rome meeting Monday, 15th March 7:30 
pm  - location TBD.    

Book Fair/Library Update  
 
Our February Book Fair was very successful 
and generated a healthy profit for the school 
library. 
 
A big óthank youô goes out to Maureen Duha for 
helping organize the Fair, all the wonderful par-
ent volunteers who signed up and gave of their 
time, the generous parents and grandparents 
who purchased books for our enthusiastic, 
book-loving students, and the St. Charles 
School staff for all their support in making this 
event run smoothly. 
 
With the profits from both Book Fairs this year 
we have been able to purchase an interesting 
and fresh collection of paperbacks to replace 
some of the dated reading material in the li-
brary. This year the books purchased targeted 
our junior readers and chapter book fans. Book 
genres included realistic and traditional fiction, 
fantasy, mystery and the ever popular graphic 
novels. 
  
It is very encouraging to see how excited stu-
dents are when they find these new books on 
the library carousels. If you come for a visit to 
the library and notice our empty carousels, itôs 
not because we donôt have the books itôs be-
cause so many students have checked them 
out! 
 
Earlier this school year we 
were able to use profits from 
previous Book Fairs to add a 
new audio book collection to 
the library. These audio 
books are recorded versions 
of some popular titles being 
used in the classroom. Our 
collection has material for all grade levels, K-8. 
They are an excellent resource for students to 
read and hear a story concurrently.  
 
We would also like to introduce our new volun-

teer, Hava. Hava is a library technician who 

has graciously offered her services to St. 

Charles School.  Her knowledge of Dewey 

cataloguing and experience in the library sys-

tem will greatly assist us with the maintenance 

and upgrade of our library.  

Submitted by Mrs. L. Senderewich 

Congratulations to the following 
Book Fair winners:  

 
$50.00 winner ($25.00 to student and $25.00 to 
her Grade 1 Classroom) 

Larisa S.  
 
$5.00 Gift Certificate to the Book Fair 

Draven A. (Grade 4) 
Carter G. (Kinder) 
Amy T. (Grade 5) 

Camila P. (Grade 2) 
Marvin T. (Grade 7) 
Bailey M. (Grade 6) 

Emily Elder (Grade 2) 


