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Happy New Year! We do wonder what will be written into the 2010 chap-
ter of our community. Will we pass any milestones? Will this year be re-
membered for anything special?  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas program! As you 
will glean from the pictures throughout this newsletter, it was a huge un-
dertaking that reaped many blessings for our community. Congratulations 
to Mr. Katch and Ms. Henry for producing a memorable production. 
 
Thank you for your donations toward the school hampers. This was the 
second year that the staff organized a hamper drive to support school 
families in need. Two of our families benefited from these hampers this 
year and asked us to relay their deep appreciation for helping them 
through the season with food, gift certificates, and gifts. Thank you, Ms. 
Bevan and staff, for organizing this activity. 
 
Merry Christmas to our Ukrainian students! Some of them celebrate the 
feast according to the Julian calendar, which is being celebrated on Janu-
ary 7

th
. 

 
Our condolences to Mrs. Senderewich on the loss of her husband and to 
Mrs. MacKinnon on the loss of her nephew over the holiday. The school 
Mass on January 7

th
 included the intentions of these families. 

 
Each year in January, our Grade 6, 7, and 8 students participate in a for-
mal exam period. Although, the exams are worth a relatively small per-
centage of the final grade, the learning that they provide is invaluable. For 
example, students will learn that in order to do well on an exam, prepara-
tion and studying is an ongoing process and not something that should be 
left to the last minute. Through the experience provided during our exam 
periods, our students learn basic exam-taking skills and will leave St. 
Charles with a self-knowledge of personal strengths and weaknesses that 
will be useful in the future. Specific information such as the exam timeta-
ble and expectations were mailed to each middle years family. Additional 
information is provided in this newsletter. 
 

The St. Charles Tracker 

Volume 1, Issue 4 

January, 2010 

 

From The Principalôs Desk 

From Sr. Emma 
 
Community Events 

3 
 
4 

Classroom News  
And Student Corner 
 
Musical Notes 

5 
 
 
6 

Misc. News 
 
Sports Desk 

7 
 
8 

 
Drama 
 
BASC and  
June Awards 

 
9 
 
10 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Inside this issue: 



 2 

 

St. Charles Tracker     January 2010  

Society is full of rules and expectations to which 
all citizens are required to adhere for the safety 
of the entire community. Some of these laws, 
we may disagree with ï i.e. traffic rules and 
regulations (speed limits, cell phone use, or 
creative turning), but we understand that these 
laws are necessary for the greater good. To 
further prepare our students for high school and 
assuming leadership roles both in and out of 
school, we feel it is important that our senior 
students especially understand that their ac-
tions have a ripple effect throughout the school 
and that they can make a positive difference 
merely by modeling correct behaviour.  We 
spent the month of December teaching the Mid-
dle Years students, in particular, about the 
dress code and the expectations for this new 
year. Beginning in January, students will be 
held more accountable for their choices, includ-
ing consequences which may include deten-
tions. All detentions will be served after school, 
and parents will be notified of the dates in ad-
vance so alternative transportation arrange-
ments can be made. 
 
The basketball teams have already begun pre-
paring for the season. Good luck to the teams 
and their coaches Mr. Vann, Mr. Espinoza, Mr. 
Thibert, Ms. Smith and Ms. Kirkpatrick.  Prac-
tices are being held after school. 
 
Please spread the word about the benefits of 
attending St. Charles! 
Please encourage fam-
ily, hockey friends, foot-
ball friends, church 
friends and neighbors to 
join us for our Open 
House on January 20

th
 

at 7:00 pm. Going to 
school with all of your 
friends is so much more enjoyable! Through 
your efforts and prayers, our school will con-
tinue to grow and offer a diverse, quality, 
Catholic education. May God continue to bless 
us on our journey. 
 
We are currently scheduling interviews with 
new applicants. Re-registration forms will be 
going home in the February envelopes.  
 
Thank you to each and every family for your 
warm wishes, hugs, cards, prayers and gifts  

over the Christmas season. We want you to 
know that we really appreciated every such 
gesture. May every educator throughout the 
world have so many gracious families as you! 
Speaking on behalf of the staff we look for-
ward to this new year together. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Dr. Penny Parzyjagla 

HOLY CHILDHOOD BANKS  
 
Please note that all Holy Childhood Banks 
will be collected on January 14th.  Please 
return the banks to your Homeroom 
Teacher.   
 
Thank you also to Shawna & Darren Turner 
(Lindsay and Devyn)  for supplying all of our 
popcorn for Popcorn Days.  All monies 
raised go directly to Holy Childhood.   If any-
one would like to donate popcorn bags, oil 
etc,, please contact Kim Anderson in the 
school cafeteria. 
 
Thank you also to Mr. Creed and students 
who donated towards the voting contest 
ñMr. Creedôs Beardðto grow or not to grow 
backò.  The ñno 
beardò votes 
won and all mon-
ies were donated 
to Holy Child-
hood. 
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A new year is upon us once again.   What 
will 2010 hold for us?   You donôt know, I 
donôt know, but one thing is certain, we are 
invited to live this year, one day at a time, 
open to accomplishing Godôs will. 
 

 We Christians truly believe that 
time is a blessing from God and 
that God does illuminate every 
season, every day, every mo-
ment of our lives. 
 
 We Christians also believe firmly 
in the newness of time and we 
share the amazement of those 
who first contemplated the God-
child in a manger. 
 
 Mary and Joseph, the shepherds 
and the crowds who follow them 
are filled with joy and we are told 
 that Mary, mother of Jesus, treas-
ures in her heart what she has 
seen and heard.                                                    
(Living with Christ) 

 
I wish each and every one of you a Happy, 
Blessed New Year!   May we, like Mary, 
treasure and ponder in our hearts the Good 
News of Christ.   May this year be filled with 
joy, peace and good health. 
 

 

From Sr. Emma 

FAMILY RELIGION QUIZ  

(Answers on page 10) 

1. Who said, ñFear not for behold I bring 
 you good tidings of great joyò?  
 
2. What did Mary put baby Jesus in 
 instead of a cradle 
 

HOW CAN I HELP?  
St. Charles Catholic School believes that 
every child should have the option of benefit-
ing from a Catholic education.  
 
Concerned that some of our children may not 
be able to continue their academic experience 
at St. Charles because of finances, the mem-
ber parishes established a bursary fund last.  
 
Last year, the school distrib-
uted $40,000 in bursaries to 
families in the school.   
 

 A collection was also taken 
up at our Christmas Con-
certs this year in support of 
the Bursary Fund.  Thank 
you for your generosity!  
Enough money was donated to cover a full 
tuition!  Donations of all amounts are greatly 
appreciated and will ensure the Bursary 
Fundôs ability to assist. 
 
Donations over $20.00 will receive a tax re-
ceipt and can be forwarded to the school of-
fice.  Thank you for your ongoing contribu-
tions towards this important fund. 
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Community Events 

11
TH

 ANNUAL DINE AROUND  
 

Mark your calendars!  Friday, January 29
th
, 

2010 the school will be holding its 11
h
 Annual 

Dine Around Fundraiser. 
 
There are two ways to attend the Dine Around 
this year.  If you have a table of six already, 
then you may purchase a table for $240.  How-
ever, if you wish to spend a fun night out but 
havenôt found a table of sixéthen 
let us help you.  Individual seats 
may be purchased for $40 per 
person and we will find table-
mates for you.  This event is an 
excellent way to get to know 
other parents in the school and to 
also have a nice dinner with great company. 
 
The night of the event, we will gather in the 
school gym for a Wine & Cheese reception.   
 
There will be a Rainbow Auction with wonderful 
prizes for the diners to take a chance on.  Be-
fore everyone leaves, we will draw names for 
which restaurant your table will attend.  Then 
the diners are on their way for a relaxing night 
out with their dining companions.  We do ask 
that the diners remember that they are respon-
sible for their liquor and the gratuity for the 
server. 
 
Here are just a few of the restaurants who have 
already agreed to sponsor a table for this 
eventé 
 BIMI Japanese Restaurant 
 Breezy Bend Country Club 
 Gates on Roblin 
          Fort Garry Hotel 
 One Night in Bangkok 
          OTacho 
 Rembrandt's 
   
Tables are available for reservation in the of-
fice...with only 7 tables left, be sure not to wait! 
  
 Donations for the Rainbow Auction at the Dine 
Around are being accepted in the of-
fice.  Please clearly mark your name for VIP 
hours. 

PARENT ROME MEETING 
 

Tuesday, January 26thð7:00 p.m. 
at the school 

 
With Don Finkbeiner of Heartland Travel 
to discuss the Rome Trip Itinerary, costs, 

etc. 
 
 

 

Put a little faith in 

�\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
 

 

Kinder�² Grade 8 Open House 
Wednesday, January 20th 

7:00 p.m. 
 

All day, every day Kindergarten 

Violin enrichment program 

Before and after school care 

Academy Kids Daycare on premises 

FAST / BARTON literacy programs 

Competitive sports 

Hockey program 

K-8 French 

 

All faiths are welcome 

  
Watch for an April date for the Clothing for 
Cash drive for all your family's used clothes 
benefitting our school! 


