
   

 

331 St. Charles Street * Winnipeg, MB * R3K 1T6 * Tel. (204) 837-1520 * Fax (204) 837-2326 

Contact Info:  sec@stccs.ca dr_penny@stccs.ca Website:  www.stccs.ca 

 
 
 
 

This month, we celebrate Catholic Schools Week. This year the Catholic 
Schools Week theme highlights four benefits of Catholic Schools: faith, 
knowledge, discipline and morals. School activities during the week of 
February 7 to 12 will highlight each of these four dividends of Catholic 
education and will include assemblies, prayer services, Mass, field trips, a 
Grandparentsô Tea, constructing Project Love kits, and participation in a 
Book Fair.  
 
The theme this year, reminded me of a little story I once read. G.K. Ches-
terton, used to tell of a landlady who asked only one question of prospec-
tive boarders: ñWhat is your view of the universe?ò This landlady did not 
ask about the personal habits of the applicant. She did not ask what com-
pany he kept. She merely asked his faith ï what he believed. From that 
she judged his character. Obviously, that woman knew human nature. 
She knew that people act according to their beliefs, their faith. Our com-
munity knows this, too! Thank you for your support.  
 
Your child may have told you that we are now offering a ñthought of the 
dayò every morning as part of the morning announcements. The thoughts 
include reminders about saying ñplease, thank-you and excuse meò, en-
couragement to always do the ñright thingò, and suggestions for helping 
others. 
 
Every February we celebrate ñI Love to Readò month. Again, we have 
several wonderful guests scheduled to read with our students, including 
Ace Burpee, Sharon Blady, Joe McClellan, Belle from Beauty and the 
Beast, Glen January from the Winnipeg Blue Bombers and Councillor 
Grant Nordman to name a few. Activity calendars will be sent home so 
families can share the joy of reading as a family, too! Thank you to Ms 
Bevan, Mrs. Senderewich, Ms. Retalis and Mrs. Depres for organizing the 
events this year. 
 
Re-registration forms are being sent home today. You will be thrilled to 
note that both the medical and the registration form are pre-printed with 
your family information! Please check them thoroughly for any errors 
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or omissions and return both forms as soon as 
possible. The sooner the re-registrations are 
completed, the sooner we will be able to formu-
late plans for next year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
Open House in January. The next Open House 
is scheduled for February 25

th
 from 1:00 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. and will be held during the school day 
so prospective families can experience the 
school in action. 
 
The Grades 7 and 8 students left today for two 
and a half days of Winter Camp. We wish them 
well and look forward to seeing some pictures 
in the upcoming newsletters! 
 
On March 2, Mrs. Zorheh Gervais will be offer-
ing a parent seminar on the value of music edu-
cation, especially for very young children. Be-
ginning in April, Zohreh will be offering a class 
for children from ages 0-3 and another music 
class for children a 3-6 years of age through the 
BASC program.  Her classes will follow the Su-
zuki Talent Education model developed by 
Shinichi Suzuki and used effectively with young 
children all over the world. Dr. Suzuki explained 
the philosophy of this model best (please note 
this is a translation from the Japanese text): 
ñLet us begin to educate all children from the 
very day they are born. Every child has been 
born with high potentialities. The greatest duty, 
and the greatest joy given us adults is the privi-
lege of developing these potentialities and of 
educating desirable human beings with beauti-
ful, harmonious minds and high sensitivity. 
There is always a bright tomorrow waiting in the 
future for humanity. Someday, without fail, the 
day will come when all children in the world will 
be educated and trained to be happy human 
beings.ò If you would like to learn more about 
the Suzuki Talent Education model, information 
may be found on the following website: http://
suzukiassociation.org. 
  

 

And finally, may you have a fun-filled, family 
day on the upcoming Louis Riel holiday, and a 
lovely St. Valentines Day.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Dr. Penny Parzyjagla 
 
PS. Have you thanked your childôs teacher 
lately for modeling, encouraging and strength-
ening your familyôs beliefs? As our Holy Fa-
ther, Pope Benedict XVI, reminds us ñéa faith
-based education nurtures the soul of a na-
tion.ò 

THINKfast 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme:   Natural disasters and what we can 
  do to help those affected. 
 
Where:   St. Charles Catholic School 
 
When:  Starts 5 p.m. Friday, March 5

th
 and 

  ends 7 p.m. Saturday, March 6
th
.  

 
Who:   Middle years students from St.  
  Charles and adult volunteers 
 
All money pledged and collected will be given to 
Development and Peace, the Canadian Catholic 
international aid organization that is recom-
mended by the CCCB (Canadian Catholic Bish-
ops) and has been diligently working in Haiti for 
many years.  
 
We will need donations of juice, water and adult 
volunteers who would like to help at different 
times during the duration of the fast. There will 
be both fun and educational activities for stu-
dents. Please contact Mrs. Mackinnon (7/8 Re-
ligion teacher) or Shane Thiessen (student 
council Prime Minister) for more information. 

http://suzukiassociation.org/
http://suzukiassociation.org/
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Catholic Schoolsô Week 
 

Every year, Catholic Schoolsô Week (Feb.7-
13) invites us to reflect on our mission as a 
Catholic school.   What is our role in todayôs 
society?   What is our mandate? 
When I was principal of a Catholic school 
we, as administrators, had as a theme, 
ñShepherding the Shepherdsò.   Twenty-four 
years later, as I reflect on Catholic educa-
tion, I realize that this theme is still relevant.   
Administrators and staff are still called to 
shepherd the ñflockò that has been entrusted 
to their care.   How do we respond to this 
call?   The first step is to become intimate 
with Jesus-Christ, to grow in love with Jesus 
every day.   We must believe that we are at 
the service of Jesus.   If we firmly believe 
that Catholic schools are all about the Shep-
herd, then he will become our role model.   
We will make sure that our entire curriculum 
is faith-filled; that it is a means by which we 
draw children to Jesus.   We will always 
keep in mind that we teach a person, that we 
hand on faith. 
During this Catholic Schoolsô Week let us 
ponder on the following questions: 
Do I know the Shepherd? 
How do I live my relationship with the Good 
Shepherd? 
 

Lent  
 
Ash Wednesday, February 17

th
, marks the 

beginning of Lent.   Every year the Church 
offers us this Lenten season as a time of re-
flection, of self-examination that will lead to a 
conversion ï a change of heart.   As a 
Church and as individuals we are called to 
enter the desert and renew our commitment 
to proclaiming the Good News. 
The Spirit invites us to slow down and come 
into the quiet to restore our souls, ñBe quiet 
and know that I am God.ò   Lent is a journey 
inward where we come in contact with our 
poverty and our brokeness.   Acknowledging 
our brokenness, our weakness is allowing 
God to be truly God in our life.   Opening  
 

From Sr. Emma 

FAMILY BIBLE QUIZ  

(Answer on Page 15)  

 

1.   Which king of Israel wrote songs?    

2.   Who was called ñthe Lamb of Godò?    

  

ourselves to Godôs merciful love and heal-
ing grace will lead us to our resurrection 
and thus bring us to live the paschal mys-
tery ï death and resurrection. 
May this Lenten season be a sacred jour-
ney to Easter for all of us. 
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the concepts of faith, knowledge, morals and 

disciplineðall beneficial aspects of a Catholic 

education. The theme ñCatholic Schools" runs 

across the top of the art and "Dividends for 

Lifeò runs across the bottom of the art.  

 

As part of Catholic Schools Week, National 

Appreciation Day For Catholic Schools will be 

observed Wednesday, Feb. 3. National Appre-

ciation Day was established to encourage sup-

porters nationwide to showcase to elected offi-

cials the great accomplishments and contribu-

tions of Catholic schools. In Washington, a 

delegation of Catholic school students, teach-

ers and parents will visit Capitol Hill to meet 

with congressional leaders to promote Catholic 

schools.  

 

Schools in other parts of the country are en-

couraged to carry their message of good news 

to local and state officials.  

 

NCEA is the largest private, professional edu-

cation association in the world. Founded in 

1904, the association's membership represents 

more than 200,000 educators serving more 

than 7 million students at all levels of Catholic 

education. USCCB is the national public policy 

organization of the bishops in the United 

States.  

Catholic Schools Week 2010 Cele-
brates 'Dividends for Life'  
National Catholic Education Association 

(www.ncea.org) 

In these challenging times, the theme reminds 

us that the dividends of a Catholic school edu-

cationðstudents prepared in faith, knowledge, 

morals and disci-

plineðlast a lifetime. 
 

Washington, D.C. 

(NCEA) ð ñCatholic 

Schools - Dividends 

for Lifeò is the theme 

selected for Catholic 

Schools Week 2010. 

Catholic Schools 

Week is the annual celebration that focuses 

attention on the good work done by the na-

tionôs Catholic schools. The week will be ob-

served Jan. 31 to Feb. 6, 2010.  

 

Catholic Schools Week is a joint project of the 

National Catholic Educational Association 

(NCEA) and the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops (USCCB).  

 

According to Karen Ristau, NCEA president, 

ñCatholic schools provide good things for stu-

dents and familiesðhigh expectations and 

daily experience of faith. In these challenging 

times, the theme also reminds parents that the 

dividends of a Catholic school educationð

students prepared in faith, knowledge, morals 

and disciplineðlast a lifetime. There is no bet-

ter way to invest in a childôs futureðor the fu-

ture of our world.ò  

 

Marie Powell, executive director of the Secre-

tariat of Catholic Education of the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops, noted: 

ñWe realize that in most parts of the country a 

Catholic education is not without some cost. 

But I can't think of a better investment in the 

future than to invest in the education of a 

child.ò  

 

The logo designed for the week features a 

cross superimposed on an outstretched hand. 

Rays coming from behind the hand express  

  
Last Friday St. Charles held a colour day to 

raise money for Haiti. Some grade 
six students made Red Cross pins, and the 

grade three class made and wore necklaces in 
support of Haiti. Thank you to all the students 
and families of St. Charles.  In total we raised 

over $1100! 
  

Way to go St. Charlesð we are all so proud of 
you. 

 

Ms. J. Bevan 

http://www.ncea.org
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Community Events 

THE SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  
IS COMING 

Week of February 8
th

-11
th

 ! 
 
DESTINATION BOOK FAIR: A Literacy Event 
Parents, come and share your enthusiasm for 
books and support your childôs lifelong reading 
journey! 
 
Scholastic Book Fairs  is committed to sup-
porting family literacy. The Scholastic Book Fair 
offers a small, personal environment for your 
family to select books together and find the 
books that your children want to read. Itôs like a 
book store but better! 
 
Top five reasons not to miss the Fair: 
 
1. You can shop from hundreds of quality books 
in every price range, interest, and reading level.  
2. You'll find exclusive, more affordable editions 
of many of the most popular books sold in retail 
stores.  
3. You'll help your child's school earn books 
and funds for classrooms and libraries.  
4. You'll connect with your child's school read-
ing and literacy initiatives.  
5. And best of all, you and your child will have 
fun choosing books together. 
 
Along with an extensive variety of great books, 
Scholastic Book Fairs also offers developmen-
tal items, such as school supplies, journals, 
flashcards, and how-to kits that encourage ex-
ploration, self-expression, creative problem 
solving, and other important skills. 
 
So don't miss out ï Be sure to visit the Book 
Fair when it comes to St. Charles Catholic 
School!  

Your support of this fundraiser provides 
valuable learning resources for our school.  
 For more information on the Featured Book 

selection visit  
www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/parents  

 
More information will be forthcoming via our 
school web site. 
Good reading! - Mrs. L. Senderewich 

Let Your Child 

Choose! 
Here are four fantastic ways to find that per-
fect book with your child: 
1. Let the interests of your child guide his/
her book choices. Does she like animals? Is 
he interested in dragons? At the Book Fair, 
both fiction and nonfiction selections are 
available. 
2. Suggest some of your favourite books to 
your child. They will love to read a book that 
a parent enjoyed! 
3. Browse and discover. Read a few sen-
tences together and see if the story is en-
gaging and if the reading level is appropri-
ate. If your child is excited to read more, the 
book is a good fit. 
4. Take the ñ5-Finger Test.ò Open up a book 
to any page. Ask your child to put his fingers 
down on the book and read the five words 
where his fingers land on the page. If your 
child has difficulty reading these five ran-
dom words, the reading level of the book 
may be too difficult. 

http://www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/parents
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Classroom News  

FROM THE FRENCH CLASS 
 
Bonjour! 
Since September, the French students in Kin-
dergarten to Grade 4 have been learning to 
communicate in a new language, practicing 
new words and sentences through songs and 
many different activities.   Hopefully, some of 
them have been trying out their newfound skill 
at home.  Most of the work, especially with the 
younger grades, is done orally; so listening 
and speaking are emphasized.  A sample of 
some written work is displayed on the bulletin 
board across from the French room upstairs.  
Please take a look! 
 I am very impressed with the interest and the 
participation of all students .  A new language 
needs much exposure in order to be mastered 
and maintained.  I have decided (with the help 
of the ICT teacher) to record on CDs the sto-
ries and songs that we do in class.  The stu-
dents could listen to and read the story/songs 
at home with or without the help of an adult.  
At this time, Mrs. S and I are still in the plan-
ning stage.  Hopefully, some CDS will be 
ready to go home with the students in a couple 
of weeks.  We would appreciate parent help in 
running-off and organizing the booklets.  If 
anyone is interested in helping,   please  
phone the school and leave a message for me 
or email me (glachance@stccs.ca). 
In January, we have been talking about Winter 
sports/Les sports dôhiver and Clothing/Les 
v°tements.  Other themes that we have cov-
ered are School/Lô®cole,  Holidays and Cele-
brations/F°tes et c®l®brations,  Food/
Lôalimentation   The family/La famille, and  
Animals/Les animaux. 
 
Au revoir et Merci,  Mme Gis¯le Lachance 

Typing Pal School  
 

Why is it important to learn a good typing tech-
nique? 
It is hard not to notice the important role that 
computers play in our evolving world. It is also 
evident that this prominence will only grow and 
that computer skills will be increasingly impor-
tant. Even though it is not the only means for 
computer communication, the keyboard is the 
most widespread and most universally used 
input device.  
The problem is 
that you must 
have a certain 
command of the 
keyboard for it to be an effective communica-
tion tool. For this reason it is important to initi-
ate a good typing program at school age. Not 
only will it teach our children correct tech-
niques to reach optimal productivity but it will 
help avoid and correct some of the bad habits 
that are picked up when self taught.  
 
Starting in February our school will be initializ-
ing Typing Pal School as our learning how-to- 
type program. Typing Pal is an online program 
that offers a complete typing course  for our 
students. The course not only has students 
working through drills and worksheets but also 
covers the basics and ergonomics of correct 
typing and allows students to track their pro-
gress and areas needing improvement. One of 
the best features of the program is that stu-
dents can practice directly from home via the 
Internet. More information will be coming home 
once we have set up students with their own 
user names and passwords. 
 
Mrs. L. Senderewich, ICT Coordinator 

NEWS FROM MIDDLE YEARS:   Middle Years Students are currently 

involved with poetry writing and will orally share their poetry with peers at an 
(early) Valentines Day celebration during Catholic Schools' Week. 
  
Some of our middle years students will also be attending a Social Justice Work-
shop sponsored by Development and Peace (sponsored by the diocese) in preparation for the 
Lenten Think Fast that will be held here during Lent.  Student Council will be sponsoring the 
event,  as well as Project Love which is next month as well.   
Submitted by:  Mrs. Shirley MacKinnon 

mailto:glachance@stccs.ca

