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It was a beautiful surprise to wake up this morning and see a soft blanket 

of snow covering our yard. Snow has an exquisite softness about it which 

momentarily blankets the world with peace, joy and mystery. Couple that 

with the anticipation of the celebration of the birth of the Christ child, and 

it is no wonder that the staff and students are walking down our corridors 

with a curious spring to their steps! 

Thank you to the staff and parents who help make our school a special 

place ï one that is welcoming, Christ-centered, and academically chal-

lenging. Since the last newsletter, we were inspired to turn our collective 

attention to St. Charles Day, Remembrance Day, Operation Christmas 

Child, Pennies from Heaven, plastic bag recycling, Holy Childhood Asso-

ciation, Open Houses, Heritage Lodge, Thanksgiving and the Grade 8 

retreat. Progress reports were completed and distributed. 

Congratulations to the students who have accomplished great things 

lately, both in and out of school! Some of their successes are shared 

throughout the newsletter. Keep up the good work! 

Everyone has been busy preparing for the annual Christmas musical pro-

duction. This yearôs production, The Tale of the Drowsy Shepherd, prom-

ises to be better than ever! Again this year, parents will be able to view 

the production at home on the internet.  Please read the article further in 

this newsletter to find the web address. Classroom teachers have already 

sent home letters regarding the specifics of the performances, including 

how to order tickets, when students should arrive and what they should 

wear. Please note that parents are once again invited to enjoy the coffee 

house set up in the music room during both evening performances. The 

coffee house is a very casual affair with a ñsettle in and make yourself at 

homeò ambiance. If families would like to contribute treats for the coffee-

house, they may be dropped off in the music room before evening per-

formances. 

The nativity scene in the front foyer is a work in progress. Classes con-

tribute figures from the Christmas story that are added to the scene  
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throughout the entire Advent season. The final 

figure to be added will be the Christ child ï 

which is a joyous tradition that we all very much 

look forward to! Once He has been placed, the 

entire school will celebrate His birth with a 

carol-fest in the gym. 

We look forward to St. Nicholasô Day on De-

cember 4
th
. This old Italian tradition includes a 

visit by St. Nicholas himself to each classroom, 

and treats left in childrenôs shoes after the visit. 

Parents are invited to spend the day with us on 

Dec. 18 (the last day before Christmas) as we 

celebrate the birth of Christ. The day begins 

with a school Mass followed by the Creche pro-

cession, carols in the gym, and class parties. 

The annual ñliveò staff band will be performing 

for the carol-fest this year! 

As a community, we are weathering the current 
flu season with aplomb! We really appreciate 
how conscientiously families have been moni-
toring their childrenôs health and for coming up 
with creative childcare solutions as necessary! 
Attendance has been excellent (nothing out of 
the usual to report)! Nevertheless, we would 
like to further support the families in making the 
choice to come to school or not. Therefore, the 
staff have decided that this year we will not be 
offering the Perfect Attendance Award. 

 

On behalf of our staff and Board members, 

may you have a very Merry Christmas! May 

the Christ Child bless you and your families 

with an abundance of graces, bringing you 

peace and prosperity through the upcoming 

year.  

Yours in Christ,  
Penny Parzyjagla, Principal 

WELCOME DR. MARY LEMAITRE!  
 
Our new middle years French teacher is Dr. 
Mary LeMa´tre. She is a parishioner at St. 
Maryôs Cathedral, has a daughter at St. Maryôs 
Academy, and is the Chair of Development & 
Peace for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.  
 
Dr. LeMa´tre holds several degrees including a 
PhD in French Language and Literature and a 
pre-Masterôs in Speech Pathology.  
 
She has nine years of 
experience teaching 
beginning French as 
well as twelve years as 
a Conversational 
French instructor at 
LôAlliance fran­aise du 
Manitoba.  
 
She is having her doctoral thesis, Le Modern-
isme eccl®siatique dans lôoeuvre de Georges 
Bernanos, published and is preparing two other 
books for publication: The Secret Life of French 
Verbs and Other Sentence Parts and ê La Ban-
que: Banking in French for Clients Employees 
and Travellers. Dr. LeMaitre also does transla-
tions and gives teaching workshops at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba.  
 
We look forward to having Dr. LeMaitre work 
with our students! 

Congratulations to Mrs. Dorothy 
Gair who is a proud grandmother 
of an 8 lb. 8 oz. baby boy! 
 
And to Ms. Kathleen Henry who 
is also a proud grandmother to a 
baby boy! 
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Advent  
 
The Church offers us, once again, the season 
of Advent in which we are Getting Ready to 
Meet Him, as our schoolôs Advent theme 
says.  Yes, Advent is four weeks of prepara-
tion to welcome Jesus.   During this busy time 
of the year the Church invites 
us to pause and reflect ï who 
is this Jesus whose birth we 
celebrate at Christmas?   He 
is the Good News sent to us 
by the Father.   He came to 
proclaim the Good News of 
the Fatherôs love for us.   
What does this mean for each 
one of us?   The Lord invites 
us to believe in the Good News; to welcome 
and accept the Good News; to proclaim the 
Good News; to become Good News for all. 
 
Happy reflection! 

From Sr. Emma 

FAMILY RELIGION QUIZ  

(Answers on page 10) 

1. When is Advent? 

2. Who was sent to ask Mary if she would be 

the Mother of Jesus? 

The 11th Day of the 11th month 
at the 11th hour  

 
During this time, we stop to reflect on sacri-
fices made in the past to allow us to live in a 
country as peaceful as Canada. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make 
our Remembrance Day assembly memora-
ble, especially Mrs. Langlois, Fr. Glofcheski, 
Shane T., Michael S., Devon K., Matt C., 
Mr. Colin Stewart, the Grades 1,3 and 7 
classes, and Mr. Katch 
 
ñRemembrance Day is not just about the 

past, but also about honouring the sacrifices 
still being made.  Even today, both overseas 
and here in Canada, people still make sacri-

ficesðlarge and smallðto make this a 
better world.òðMr. Colin Stewart 

.  


