Saint Charles
Catholic School

ALUMNI

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

ROBYNG&6S VI EWL

September brought
bright, shiny new faces
on the first day of school.
Perhaps | noticed a bit
more this year as | ven-
tured back to the kinder-
garten area of the school
to see my middle child off
on her first day at St.

7 Charl es. I
but look at the door to
the Alumni Room and
think about the next gen-
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St. Charles is a very
special school! We are
truly blessed with our
staff, families, and
alumni, who help make it
a special place i one
that is welcoming, Christ
-centered, and academi-
cally challenging! So far
this year, we have been
inspired to turn our col-
lective attention to Re-
membrance Day, Opera-
tion Christmas Child,
plastic bag recycling,
Holy Childhood Associa-
tion, Open Houses, Heri-
tage Lodge, Thanksgiv-
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go. The circle keeps
going.

Il tds with
that St. Charles Catholic
School and its Alumnus
along with the Oblate
Sisters and her family,
mourn the passing of
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would never have come
to be. Thank you Sister
Regina, your mark has

g r beert madeawl oure s s

school and we will carry
it forward.

3-2-1 Chargers

c Sistett Rgin@ Chicbire] pRobyn Powell (deBeer)

We could not move for-

Sister
c amd dedicatiemt@® .
Charles. Without her
presence, the Alumni
Association and espe-
cially the newsletter,

Cl

ing, and the Grade 8 re-
treat. As | finish this arti-
cle, the air is filled with
joy and anticipation i
confessions are over,
the musical production
had a successful run,
the Pennies from
Heaven fundraiser went
superbly, hampers are
packed and ready to be
delivered, and St. Nicho-
las made his annual
visit!

Please review the entire
newsletter to learn about
the St. Charles sports

ward without speaking of ~Board of Directors
Reginabs 4

6 89D, Alumni Rep,

PALOS

teams, classroom activi-
ties, student council ac-
tivities, Parent Advisory
Committee activities,
Volunteer opportunities,
religious celebrations
and more!

Odds and Ends

As predicted, enrolment
for this year is the high-
est it has been since our
incorporation. The grade
seven class has the
highest enrolment ever
and we have had to add
another elementary
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education is

an inviting,

Christmas Concert
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class. This year we offer
families of the choice to
enroll their child in a
Grade 1 class, Grade

2 class or a Grade 1-2
Combination class.

As with last year, we re-
quested our newest
alumni to share their first
High School report cards
with us. This data col-
lected is one of the factors
that is used to determine
our progress with regard

to academic programming.

Again, we have been as-

sured that our graduates

are well prepared for high
school in at least the core
subjects of science, math
and ELA.

Congratulations to the
Track and Field Teams
who performed better than
ever last June at the
meets. June 2009 was the
first year in at least the
last 11, that our students
won medals. Thank you,
Mr. Vann for all of your
hard work!

If you attended our annual
Christmas programs, our
solo recital concerts, or
were a participant in the
CWL Banquet held at St.
Paul the Apostle last
week, you may have been
pleasantly surprised to
see how our arts pro-
grams have blossomed
over the past few years.
We currently have almost
90 students learning the

violin, and all of the
Grades 6-8 students ac-
tively involved in Art,
Drama and Contempo-
rary Band electives. On
December 15th, our stu-
dents performed at the
Garden City Shopping
Center. They will also
be patrticipating in the
Winnipeg Music Festival.

We bid a fond farewell to
Fr. McGrath who retired
last June, and to Fr.
Barry Schoenbaert who
moved to St. Vital Parish
and St. Maurice School
during the summer. We
are delighted to wel-
come Fr. Gerald Lange-
vin (BJ23) and Fr. Paul
Tingley (St. Charles) to
our community. They
have fAjumped
and have become in-
volved with our school
events.

We celebrated St.
Charles Day on Novem-
ber 4, the feast day of
our Patron saint. We
celebrated the day with

a school Mass and cake
and ice cream. We were
thrilled that Fr. Paul
Tingley helped serve
treats throughout the af-
ternoon!

Fr. Gerald was St. Nick
on December 4", Fr.
Mark led us in prayer at
our Opening Assembly on
the first day of school and
again at the Meet the
Teacher Evenings. Msgr.
Comeault led a session
the Staff Retreat, and vis-
ited the Kinder classes
when they voiced their
fear of ghosts once too
of t en
comfort. Fr. Glofcheski is
back to say daily Mass
with the children, and as-
sisted us with our annual
Remembrance Day As-
sembly.

Full Circle

right ino
This newsletter has a
neat perspective on how
things change over time,
and yet nothing really
does.

for Ms .
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We were so delighted with
the Pedersen Family for do-
nating the funds to expand
the Sr. Regina Library to
include the Excelsior Re-
source Center, complete
with orange, red and purple
chairs, tables, and several
leather easy chairs! In this
issue, a synopsis by Sr. Re-
gina is included in which
she shares the trials and
tribulations of updating a
library. The process she un-
derwent in 1975 was almost
identical to what happened
this summer and fall! Pete
Seegerds tune
Turnd summed
fully: To Everything (Turn,
Turn, Turn) There is a sea-
son (Turn, Turn, Turn) And
a time to every purpose,
under Heaventé
A Birdbés Eye
As Principal, | am privileged
to share in a variety of ex-
periences with our staff and
students. The list below is a
sampl e of #fALI
of a St. Charles student:

The MYRCA book club met
over noon hour in our newly
updated Library/Resource
Center. It was delightful to
witness the quality of prepa-
ration by the students as
they shared their reports,
and the respect and curios-
ity they demonstrated when
discussing their books. The
Grade 5 class made presen-
tations on their Aboriginal

Cultural projects. This was a
huge project that involved re-
search, creativity, reading/
writing and organizational
skills.

Each class developed their
prayer corners in the first
month of school which for
Grade 5 involved selecting a
rock. Oof
corner included one of the
Bibles they received at the
annual Bible celebration and
Grade 3 created a huge tent
made out of streamers and
woven yarn bits

ch{%gart 3 Iéarn-
ing a tfee ings, and can

now correctly identify if they
are sad, happy, or glad.

Complex math is being taught

in Grade 3 and already this

ar the students were doing
glrhp% &gebraic equations.
The students were able to
solve problems suchas __ +
12=197 6. Grade 1-2 re-
cently learned what will
probably be their favourite
§vord df thel yBal cirBlphier®
ence, and measured the dis-
tance around mini-pumpkins
with yarn as they learned
what it actually meant.

The Middle Years students,
in gym class, developed a
Haunted House Obstacle
Course for their younger
school-mates. The younger
students developed coordin-
ation (a learning outcome for
PE) while having a great time
as they worked their way

through the course. We
are so blessed to have stu-
dent leaders of this quality
in our building! | suspect it
is because they have so
many terrific role models in
our teaching and parent
community from which to
learn.

C 0 U r s eCong@&tulations to 4hé stu-

dents who have accom-
plished great things lately,
both in and out of school!
Some of their successes
are shared throughout the
newsletter. Keep up the
good work!

Heartfelt Appreciation

Thank you, alumni mem-
bers, for your willingness
to support the school in so
many helpful ways! Since
the last newsletter, we
have had items donated
for various causes (ranging
from toys to fridges to
money), alumni members
participating in the Open
House and various activi-
ties, fundraising,... and the
list goes on! Special men-
tion to
and Bill Hal
nizing the fundraising
events, and coordinating
alumni contributions.

May your 2010 be blessed!

Dr. Penny Parzyjagla
Principal

Robyn
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Archbishop Weisgerber
once told us,
letting go of something
and welcoming some-
thing new. o
actly what the Oblate Sis-
ters experienced over the
last few years. As in all
religious congregations,
our numbers dwindled to
the point where our
Mother House, on Aul-
neau Street, became too
big for our needs. We
sold our Mother House to
the Manitoba Catholic
Health Organization who
is transforming it into
apartments for residents
55+. So all of the Sisters
had to leave. The follow-
ing changes took place
over the summer: A
group lives at the Sisters
of the Crossbo
House; the Retreat Cen-
tre at St. Charles has be-
come a residence for our
Sisters who require as-
sisted living; the Sisters
from the infirmary are at
Tache Centre and the
rest of us are living in
apartments across the
city. In approximately
two years we will return
to Aulneau Street but it
will no longer be our
Mother House. We will
be renting apartments
like everyone else at,
what will then be called,
AVill a
about a letting go! We
are definitely called to live
our Oblate mission in a

Aul n e a uappreciated.T a |

Emmaos

different way. With

GoGiréoswthhe lips we

fulfill our mission with

an open heart and in
faithfudnéss to the e x -
charism handed down
to us by our founder,
Archbishop Adelard
Langevin and our co-
foundresses, Mother St-
Viateur and Mother
Marie-Joseph.

Some of the alumni
must remember Sr. Al-
ice Arnal (Sr. St-Emile)
who taught music at St.
Charles Academy from
1951 to 1972. Sheis
presently at our St.
Charles residence.

Her musical talent is
still very alive and she
has been able to ac-
c&mpany somecof carl
students who per-
formed at St. Paul the
Apostle Parish in De-
cember. The little
band consisted of vio-
lins, guitar, drums, and
singers. Sr. Alice ac-
companied on the key-
board. She also ac-
cepted to accompany a
group of violinists at our
Christmas con-
certs. Thank you 23
Sr. Alice! The
sharing of your .
God-given talent
with us was greatly

REFLECTIONS FROM
WTHE! GRADE 8 |
RETREAT

Mrs. S. MacKinnond Gr 8 Teacher

The grade eight students
enjoyed a retreat at St.
Charles Catholic Church,
Thursday evening Novem-
ber 12th and all day Friday,
November 13th. Mrs. Nicole
Hoard led the retreat called
"Building Community: We
are the Body of Christ".
Everyone had a refreshing
and memorable experience.
They would sincerely like to
thank Mrs. Hoard for leading
the retreat and St. Charles
Catholic Church for allowing
us to use their wonderful
facilities.

AAt our retreat
amazing time. | loved every
part of it, especially when we

al |l sat and tal
we do that enough). I loved
getting to know my classmates
better. | also liked learning
about community.
important thing to know about,
because we live in it and

should take <car
we | earned abou
-Alex L.

-~ ®
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Singer/Musician Sierra Noble visits St. Charles!

The highlight of the event,
though, was when Ms.
Noble invited Jesse T.
(Grade 6) to dance while
she fiddled. Jesse has
been taking dance les-
soasrfad fivey yieaxsy irclgid-
ing Jig/Reel. Jesse be-
came interested in Jig
when he first saw Slerra
dafice at hé IJ—'estlvafd
Voyageur!

Staff and students were
thrilled when Sierra Noble
performed a concert at St.
Charles on June 12th.

She sang a few of her tunes
including her newest hit
APossibilities|o
some fiddle and guitar music.
Deacon Joe McClellan ac-
companied her and shared a
story from his
book with the students.

[@))
(7]

0Thank vy
for doing what
you do everyday!
My son and my
family thoroughly

Our Greenhouse is Complete!

With a little bit of praying, THE GREEN HOUSE!!!

some great weather by

Thank you to Kelly Gale
for laying the foundation

D

Mother Nature and a lot of for the Greenhouse. AHel o, this I $eni)& oukAaks
hard work and dedication my friend Siena. | am the Gr.4 at St c
from several parents and Journalist of the week. Siena Fami '
staff, the Greenhouse was Thank You to James Carr, and | are in the Green House. Grad yat'on

uatl

completed on Sunday, Oc-
tober 18th. This was a pro-
ject that has been talked
about for over two years
and now has become a re-
ality! Our school community
is filled with people who
possess various talents
which was proven by this
project.

Darryl Everard, Michael
Landygo, Greg Lyon,
Dave Wyllie and Diego
Pineira for all their effort
and expertise they used to
complete the greenhouse
before the snow came to
stay. Collectively, over 80
hours of work was needed
to get the job done!

As you can see, she and | are
each holding a plant. There is
nothing in the Green House
yet. Soon there is going to be
tons of tables with tons

of beautiful plants on them.
Students at St. Charles are
excited that

Interview 2009

there are
going to be
beautiful
plants in
the Green
Housed.
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